CHUTE PARISH COUNCIL

MINUTES OF THE MEETING OF THE PARISH COUNCIL HELD AT THE VILLAGE HALL ON THURSDAY 15th SEPTEMBER 2005.

Present:
Bill Shaw – Chair 


Nick Conder






Becky Withers – Vice Chair

Tim Harker 



Teresa Bernard


Jonny Sykes



  




David Clark – Parish Clerk

In attendance : KDC Cllr Peter Veasey. 
BRIEFING ON RECYCLING/WASTE MATTERS – PERIOD OPEN TO THE FLOOR
Prior to the Meeting, the Council was joined by Members of Chute Forest Parish Council and 10 members of the public for a presentation by KDC staff on ‘Changes Planned in Recycling and Waste Arrangements -to be followed by a Q&A session. This was provided by Mr Ian Brown and Ms Mary Treneer, was very informative, and was much appreciated by all.  At 20.10 this open session was closed, the Councils separated, and the Council Meeting was formally opened.




ITEM 1 : 
APOLOGIES :  Cllr David Brown (abroad on business) and WCC Cllr Robert Hall.


ITEM 2 :
DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST :   there were none.


ITEM 3 :
APPROVAL OF  PREVIOUS MINUTES

3.1
Approval of the Minutes of the meeting on 4th August 2005 was proposed by Cllr Withers, seconded by Cllr Bernard,  and approved by all.  

ITEM  4 :
MATTERS ARISING FROM PREVIOUS MINUTES
4.1
Parish Wells Survey (Item 4.1)   In the absence of  Cllr Brown, it was decided to review progress 

at the next meeting.   Action : D Brown & Clerk (Agenda)
4.2
Benefits Take-up Project (Item 7.1)  It was decided to take no further action.
4.3
Butts Hill to ‘Wildwinds’ RofW (Item 8)   The Clerk advised that the KDC Property Manager had been asked to clarify the width of the track, had indicated that an approach to the Land Registry might be necessary, but was looking into the matter. An update to be sought by the next Meeting.  Action : Clerk
ITEM  5 :
DRAGON’S TEETH PILOT SCHEME
5.1
The Clerk reported that Cllr Brown had carried out a survey of the target area and left the results with him.  He was asked to pass copies to the other members of the working group, Cllrs Sykes and Conder, and  await agreement to proceeding with approach for WCC – see August Meeting minutes.  
5.2
In the meantime, Cllr Bernard advised that their was no objection to the proposed cutting back of the adjacent Tibbs Meadow hedge to facilitate vehicle passage.  Cllr Sykes would take action.
ITEM  6 :
WEB-SITE
6.1
It was agreed that the WCC response to the Council’s needs was re-assuring and it was noted that, as at 30th August, their target was to develop the web facilities from the end of September and launch it in November.  It was agreed to await specific advice of what was to be on offer.
ITEM  7 :
AUDIT OF ACCOUNTS FOR F/Y 2004/05
7.1
The Chair noted that the accounts had been accepted without criticism or comment: this was noted to be a very good outcome.  The Clerk noted that the accounts and public notice were on display and then explained that the increase in cost was due to the receipt of a grant in 2004/05 which caused the receipts/payments basis of charge to cross the threshold of the next level of scaled fee.
ITEM  8 :
CLERK’S REMUNERATION AND EXPENSES
8.1
The Chair referred to the ‘brief’ and records provided with the agenda and asked Cllr Sykes,  financial matters Member, to comment.   Cllr Sykes confirmed that he had carried out his customary checks of the Clerk’s records of hours worked and expenses incurred and found them well kept and reasonable. He also noted that the record of hours worked tended to understatement.  The rate of salary, the ‘Option 3’ excess hours supplement, and refund of expenses presented with the agenda was proposed by Cllr Conder, seconded by Cllr Sykes, and approved by all.
ITEM 9 :
FINANCE – APPROVAL OF PAYMENTS
9.1
Payment of  the following items, as per agenda, was proposed by Cllr Sykes, seconded by Cllr Bernard, and approved by all :-


9.1
£797.00 to Clerk as salary for 1st half of financial year.


9.2
£739.00 to Clerk as Excess Hours Supplement for year ending 4 July 2005


9.3
£164.79 to Clerk as refund of expenses for period 4 March to 28 August 2005


9.4
£141.00 to Mazars as payment for External Audit of Accounts for 2004/05

ITEM 10 :
RESIDENCE LOCATION DATA – NOTE PROGRESS
10.1
The Chair noted that Mr Richard Claridge, Senior Operations Manager (Communications) at Wiltshire Ambulance Service had been asked on 15 July 05 to confirm that National Land & Property Gazeteer (NLPG) data was used by his emergency vehicles to locate residences in the Parish. The significance of this being that it would seem to by-pass the problems incurred in having OS source maps updated.   The Clerk advised that he had received an acknowledgement on 19th August but nothing since. Members expressed concern at the failure to make progress on such an important issue.

10.2
Cllr Conder then advised that a parishioner had drawn his attention to a significant delay in the arrival of an emergency ambulance.  Once again it had seemed to respond quickly, ie arrive in the area (its siren could be heard) but then failed to arrive at the address for some time.  It was noted that just such an incident which had first alerted the Council to the need to work with Wilts Ambulance Service to improve the residence location data available to emergency ambulances.  
10.3
After discussion Cllr Conder was asked to supply full detail of the incident to the Clerk:  who should then write directly to the Chief Executive of the Wiltshire Ambulance Service seeking co-operation on this matter.  In particular to ask for a print out of the satnav/navigational residence location data currently employed so that the Council might run its own checks.   KDC Cllr Peter Veasey asked for a copy of the letter and background so that he might become involved as seemed necessary.   Action : Clerk
ITEM 11 :
PLANNING APPLICATIONS
11.1
The Clerk read the following  record of actions since the last meeting - all were content:-

52463/F  Peel House.  Increase size/height of garage. No objection by PC. Now approved by KDC
52302/F    Lantern Cott.   Retain in revised location.   Extensive comment by PC. Now approved by KDC in Cttee.
52522/Tr  Butts Cott.   Remove ash tree & Repl.  No objection by PC (replace’t emphasised.). Now approved by KDC.
52518/LBC Hyde Cott.  Replace window.  No objection by PC.  Now approved by KDC.
52880/F  New Zealand Farm. Use of barn for stabling.  Under consideration by Members (excluding applicant).
52936/Tr2  Glebe Hse, Upper Chute.  Work to Cherry Tree.  Under consideration by Members.
ITEM 12 :
NEW INTERNAL AUDITOR
12.1
Members discussion of suitable candidates who might satisfy the ‘competence and independence tests’ and who, as an adjunct to their management process, assist in the process of identifying any internal control system weaknesses.   Two Parishioners were identified and it was agreed that both seemed acceptable and should be approached to see if they were prepared to take on the role.  Outcome and decision on appointment to be scheduled for the next meeting.    Action : Cllrs Shaw and Bernard – Clerk (agenda).
ITEM 13:
ANY OTHER BUSINESS
13.1
Milk Delivery Noise    Cllr Conder advised that he had received three complaints about the noise made by the milkman in the small hours – thought to be Dairy Crest.   Clerk to liaise with Company.
13.2
Fly Tipping  The Clerk advised that a large amount of furniture at the Causeway/Breech Lane junction – reported to KDC on 24th August, had been inspected and then removed on 27th August : a good service. It was agreed that he should thank the officers concerned for a good level of service. Action : Clerk

13.3
Resignation of Councillor/Chair    The Chair, Councillor Bill Shaw, then formally advised that he would be resigning from Chute Parish Council with effect from the closure of the meeting.  As was generally known, his personal circumstances had changed significantly and, although still resident in the Parish for a time, he would be working some way from the area and regretted that he would no longer be able to carry out the duties of a Councillor. He had enjoyed his time as a Member and thanked all for their support.  The Clerk would advise KDC accordingly.
13.3.1
All expressed their regret at his resignation and their gratitude for all that he had done. A vote of thanks was unanimously carried and all wished him well.
13.3.2   KDC Cllr Peter Veasey asked to be associated with the sentiments expressed and noted that Bill Shaw would be much missed.




































13.4

Next Meeting and Close  - The Chair noted that the next Council meeting was scheduled for 3rd November and, there being no further business, closed the meeting.
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Signed


Dated


